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50 years ago, President Gerald Ford issued the first proclamation naming a week to honor EMS personnel .
While we honor you every day – this year’s theme is so very fitting.

In Illinois, EMS all started with Stan and Jan. Mobile Intensive Healthcare Units (now EMS) grew from an idea that
inspired a dream, that became a magnificent reality on December 1, 1972.  Championed by Dr. Stan Zydlo and Jan
Schwettman, and supported by a small but mighty army of community activists and willing hospital and agency allies,
lifesaving interventions were brought to our communities and out-of-hospital care was changed forever.

Starting with fewer than 100 EMS pioneers working on 9 agencies, our System has grown to include 22 agencies, six
hospitals, and over 1500 members who are a beacon of hope for our citizens. We have consistently stood for
uncompromising excellence, responsible innovation, shared leadership, outstanding education, and evidence-based
practice rooted in quality science yet delivered with kindness, compassion, and empathy.

Legions of agency and hospital leaders, EMS clinicians, dispatchers, ECRNs, hospital practitioners, educators,
administrative assistants; support personnel, and partners in practice in all walks of service have written their verses in the
chapters of our EMS story. Each one unique and each one bringing matchless value to our work. Only folks who embrace
our vision can understand our unwavering determination to do the right things because they are right and ultimately in the
best interest of patient care.

THANK YOU for your tremendous legacy – forged by duty, sharpened by trials, and strengthened by teamwork and
perseverance for over 50 years.
Together, we have been a force for good, and Stan would be proud!  

With enduring gratitude for your partnership and service!

Matt Jordan, Connie Mattera, Chris Dunn, Jennifer Dyer, Kourtney Chesney, Mike Gentile,
Nichole Junge, Pam Ross, Karen Schneider, Bill Toliopoulos

Northwest Community EMS System Resource Hospital team
cmattera@nch.org | www.nwcemss.org
800 W. Central, EMS Offices Arlington Heights, IL 60005
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